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A TERROR IN A TRIKE SHERLOCK PHONES
e Dom Joly in the world's The apps that track
f . smallest electric car ps your stolen mobile pis
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HOLY ROLY, I'M

TRACTOR BAIT

The world's smallest car, a big comedian, country lanes — Dom Joly fears he'll end up in ther

Times was on the phone

and clearly thought that
this would be a good idea. “We'll send a
photographer down and you can burmn it
rotnd the Cotswolds. Could make a nice
piece.” I'm not stupid. 1 knew his game
straight away. Big comedian, small car

oo you feel about having
a go in the smallest produc

tion car in the world?” The
man from The Sunday

— would T fit in it? Would it break? All
this with a photographer capturing
every embarrassing moment.

I'd seen the car in question — the Peel
Ps0 — when Jeremy Clarkson drove it
round the BEC building on Top Gear. it
then popped up on Dragons' Den, and
James Caan was interested enough to
invest in the company (E80,000 for 309%
plus two free cars).

The difference with this latest version

was that it was electric. What's not to
like? A ‘car that will turm on a sixpence,
i5 agile in city traffic and is easy to park
(it's shorter than most cars are wide, so
vou can drive nose first into a space, and
in mamy urban centres electric cars park
free)l. Best of all, it s exempt from the
congestion charge and road tax and
costs only £1 for an overmight charge.
The novelty value of it is a given. It looks
so small and cute, it's a no-brainer that

eveTyOne wants a go. But, costing from
£8,600-£16,000, is it anything more than
a rich man’s toy? T decided to find out.
Thres days later a pick-up tuck ap-
peared in my Cotswolds courtyard with
a durk blue electric Peel P50 in the back.
Tt was quickly offinaded (picked up easily
by two peaple). On the ground, it looked
a5 if somebody had taken a mobility
scooter and chainsawed it in half. The
battery behind the seat was turmed on

("I give you about
man from Peel} and
couldn't — it was |
man from Peel leant
and removed the st
did make getting in :
was soon squeszed i
mobile punishment
hamster.

A lever by the n
wheel allowed me to

The Touareg 4x4. Looks you’ll want to look after.

From Bormeo o Burton-on-Trent, the Volkswagen Tounreg i arguably one of the most stylish 4xds you're lkely ©

come acToss, Not 1o mention its luxurious interor brimming with stare-of-the-an technology. Of course, ity-also more than
capnble off-road too, 1 has a wading depth of almost Gcm and a citmbing capabilicy of 45° Al of which is reassuring

w know should you ever find yourself in the Amazon basin. But then again. with lines a5 stunning as the Touareg has,
wold you teally want to get it dirty? And. with o starting price of 301707 it now looks beter still.

Das

Mosdel shown: Touareg Altitude 3.0 TDI 20495 { £42/695) plus metallic paint {E700p) and Bi-xenon headlights (£1,330 rrp) minus £2,000 offer, Total price £42725 . *Price show is for the SE incorp
2,000 off. £2,000 offer applies 1o Touareg SE, Hybrid and Altisde onty, an UK retall orders placed befare March 31st, 2012, At participating retailess, subject 1o svailability. Official fuel consumption
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and gave me the option of ke power or
the exciting “high power”. Two tiny
Little rubber cincles near my feet turmed
out to be the “scoelerator” and the brake.
Rather disconcertingly, there were no
mirrors, and 1 was packed in far too
tightly to-look behind me. 1 hit the “ac-
celerator” and reassuringly 1 moved for-
ward. The inirial sensation was that this
s quite fun

1 drove through my gates and out
onto the road and immedinely felt in-
credibly vulnerable. Huge, hornicidal
tractors roam these rurl rmads, looking
fior prey, and if ane of them found me in
this it would be curtains for sure. T live
by the river in the Coln Valley, and to
leave my house and go anywhere I have
o climb very steep hills. This was going
1o be @ b test for the Pso.

1 sturted g towards the pub in Slow
power”, which I assumned woubd be what
vou used for hille: T was wrong, and the
little bubble wasn't happy. 1 [Hcked it
into “high power®, and it hurched for-
wards a tad. Tt picked up a lintde bit of
speed but then died. Just as [ stasted to
roll backowards it kicked in again. It did
this all the way up the hill, s0 T looked
like & blue MEM with hicoups. Villagers
starred coming out of their cottages and
saring. It's definitely & crowd-pleaser:
everyone laughs and points ar you. 1f
you enjoy being treated a5 the village
bdior, this ks the vehicle foryou.

Once we made the village preen,
where the mad flamens oar, the car
started trundling nbong ar a fairly steady
and decent fate (the top s i clafmed
to be somphl Litle pothales that 1
wouldn't even notice in my normal
sized car loomed like giant alysses. 1 had
to weave tn and out to stop myself Gl
ing into them. This fared me o pell ot
inte the oncoming lane — a most dis-
concerting feeling when you can’t see
bedind you.

Then the tractors came — two of
them, in hunting mode. Clearly) they
had received & tp-off. One roansd up be-
hind me and started honking. Imagine
the shame of going so skwwly that you
hold up a tractor. T could smel] the muor-
derous, cidery breath of the agricultural
lumatic behind me. 1 had to ke evasive
action.: Spotting o Hitle track, 1 turned
sharply off the road and sped owards a
copse. [t was becoming very clear to me
that whatever the P50 was destgned far,
it was not the countryside. An angry al-
satian was bunging arund the out-
buildings of a nearby farm. As soon as it
caught the scent of the litthe blue tres-
passet, it went berserk, mmning along:
side and frantically trying to snap at me

It's a squesze to get into the Peel P50, and a sharp
Left turn topples it. There's no door on the right-hand
side, so Dom Joly is well and truly stuck

. cheek,

through the glass, This
was not the way 1
wanted w de —
snvaged by an angry
farm dog in the world's
maost peculiar coffin,

I headed for the
farm buildings in an
effort to find the dog's
owner. As T reached
the: first barm I took &
sharp mm o the left
and my problems re-
ally began. There was
& gereech and n smash
nnd 1 realised thar 1
had tipped the thing
over. To make mat-
ters worse, the single
door opens to the left
and the car and I
weere now hying on it
I was trapped with
nobody about but a
mabid dog that mow
smelt blood from a
small cat on my

Even farm vehicles
are held up by the
tiny electric vehicle

[ pressed the hom
again and again but nobody came. Parsc
set in. What if nobody found me for
weeks? 1'd never seen Ray Mears teach
vou how to deal with this situation. It
was 10 mimstes before the photographer

finally found me, Being o troe profes-
sianal, he wok plenty of photos and then
geked politely if T nesded rescuing.

1 toed to drive the PSO home but it
had had encugh of the scary Cotswolds

&nd it refesed o go

arypwhere, I left it on the farm and got s
1y home with the photographer, who
couldn't mop laughing. Once home, 1
rang the man who'd delivered [t and

apologetically rold him whiere to find the
thing belore pouring myself a resuscita:
tive whisky. I'm =tll not sure who this
vehicle is for, but it's definitely mot me.

Morgan's three-wheeler, left, resisted rolling over during Clarkson’s cormering, unlike the Reliant Rebin, right. Tuk tuk taxis, middle, are commaon in Asia

RELIANT ROBIN

The classhs threa-wheelser is na
more, An atternpt to revive the car
failed in 2002, and Reliant
Partsworld, which owns the original
toaling, has no plans to bring it back.
The car was turned over by Jeremy
Clarkson in an episode of Top Bear,
and its prodecessor, the Reliant
Regal, had a starring role a= Del

Boy's clapped-out yellow van in Only
Fools and Horses.

TUK TUK

Just [ess than £9,000 will buy &
genuing Indisn-baslt tuk tulk from
Tukshop, besed in Southampton.
The company has sold more
than 100 in the skx years it has
been establ:shed and says most

buyers want the theill of hitting a
maximum 40mph with the wind in
thair hair.

MORGAN
THREE-WHEELER

Since the three-whaeler was
unveded Last year, Morgan has taken
maore than 880 crders for its £30,000
baby. Despite Clarkson’s best efforts.

when he tested 1 lor InBear, it
remained resolutely upright.

GRINNALL SCORPION

The Scorpion uses a BMW matorbike
anging to do 0-60mph in four
seconds. Its loyal fans will tall you
it's engineered like a racing car. It's
avallable in kit Torm or ready -built
from EXVETOD,



